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sation for the expulsion of Germany from the seas, which England intended, even if Bethmann's assumptions were correct and we could achieve by military means a penetration of the East. I should have tried to come to any arrangement whatsoever with the Russian statesmen, even Kerensky, and I should have been prepared to make big concessions to them which really left our hands free in another direction, v I doubt whether history contains a greater instance of self-deception than that practised by the Germans and Russians in annihilating one another to the greater glory of the Anglo-Saxons.
We ought not to have thrown in our lot with the Poles, at any rate without demanding some return from them. What are not the other nations of the world obliged to do in return for the kindness of the Anglo-Saxons in ruling them? and yet we did not demand a single thing in return for liberating the Poles.
Up to 1887 there existed between the Russian navy and our own a mutual confidence which was almost that of brothers-in-arms. When it was no longer possible to exchange valuable pieces of information in consequence of the coolness which had sprung up between the two countries in their political relations, I maintained our good personal relations with the Russian navy, in spite of the prevalence of the idea of the " two-front " war, by showing them kindnesses which did us no harm. For instance, I referred all the inventions which were proffered to us, and which did